Cottage Grove United Church of Christ
7008 Lamar Avenue South, Cottage Grove, MN 55016-2397
(651) 459-1501 WWW.CQuCC.org office@cgucc.org

Our Service of Worship
September 27, 2026 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 10:15 am

Cottage Grove United Church of Christ is a Joyful Place to be... making connections, touching lives, and serving Christ.
We enter the Sanctuary to worship God. We leave the Sanctuary to serve with God.
(*All who are able in body and/or spirit are invited to stand)

We Gather to Worship

Gathering Music “This Little Light of Mine” Karen Altpeter
Tune Lattimer, African American Spiritual, Arr. by Michael Hassell - One License Song # AF20210021, One License # A-740865
“Goodness of God” CGUCC Praise Band

By Ben Fielding, Brian Johnson, Ed Cash, Jason Ingram, Jenn Johnson — CCLI Song # 717726, CCLI License # 1913200
Ringing of the Bell

Welcome

(If you wish, please type your online greetings/peace to one another in the chat/comment section.)
*Opening Hymn of Praise “l Sing the Mighty Power of God” NCH #12, vs. 1-3
*An Opening Prayer (spoken together) Words on screen

Eternal God, thank You for being our steady anchor and the giver of every good gift, especially when
we face seasons of trial and testing. We confess that it is easy to let the noise of our struggles drown
out Your voice, or to listen to Your word but walk away unchanged. Quiet our hearts, gracious God.
Make us quick to listen, slow to speak, and deeply receptive to Your truth. Help us to be more than just
listeners today; challenge and equip us to be people who actively live out our faith by serving others,
controlling our words, and loving our neighbors. We ask this humbly yet boldly in Jesus' name, Amen.

We Listen for God’s Word

A Time for Children Pastor Bryan Olson

Scripture Reading James 1:17-27

A Gift of Music “Word of God Speak” CGUCC Praise Band
By Bart Millard, Pete Kipley — CCLI Song # 3912788, CCLI License # 1913200

We Learn from God’s Word “Be Doers but Not Always Do-It-Yourselfers” Pastor Bryan Olson
Authentic Faith: A Study in the Book of James Message Series

*A Hymn of Faith “God Speak to Me, That | May Speak” NCH #531, vs. 1-4

We Bring our Tithes and Offerings

An Invitation to Give In-person, Electronically, and by Mail
(In-person guests are invited to place their offerings in the box at the back of the sanctuary. For those who wish to give
electronically, a QR Code, see below, will be shown on the screen during this time in the service where they can connect
to CGUCC's safe and secure online giving site directly by scanning the code with their mobile device.)

Offertory “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” Karen Altpeter
Tune Linstead, Jamaican Folk Tune, Adapted by Doreen Potter, Arr. by John Carter - One License Song # 106219, One License # A-740865
We Offer Our Prayers

We Gather and Share Our Prayers and Thanksgivings

(If you would like to, please share your prayer requests online by typing them into the chat/comment section or sending a
private message to Pastor Bryan at pastor@cgucc.org.)

We Pray Together
The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)

We Go Out to Live and Serve

*A Song As We Part “How Great Is Our God” Words on screen
By Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash, Jesse Reeves — CCLI Song # 4348399, CCLI License # 1913200

*We Receive A Blessing

*Music As We Leave “Heaven Bound” CGUCC Praise Band
By The Oak Ridge Boys

My NEXT STEPS
O Be doers and not just hearers of God’s word and trust that God’s word will help you live an authentic faith.

U Learn more about becoming an assistant teacher and/or class aide for Kidz Ministry. Contact Pastor Bryan for more
information.

U Participate in the Book of James Bible Study on Wednesday mornings from 10:30 am-12:00 pm (Sept. 30-Oct. 28).
Sign up on the sheet in the Gathering Room or talk with Pastor Bryan.

U Mark your calendar and make plans to attend the next CGUCC Farmers Market of the season this Thursday,
October 1 from 2:30-6:30 pm.

U Help CGUCC host a community Trunk or Treat on Sunday, October 25th (1-3 pm) by decorating
your vehicle’s trunk or tailgate and passing out candy and/or donating money or items like candy and

Halloween-themed prizes. To learn more about this event, please contact Lauri in the church office
(651-459-1501 or office@cgucc.org).

U Give my financial tithes and offerings to the church in person, electronically (using the QR code or
at www.cgucc.org), or by mail (7008 Lamar Ave S, Cottage Grove, MN 55016).



mailto:pastor@cgucc.org
http://www.cgucc.org/

Selected Special Music Lyrics

“Goodness of God”

By Ben Fielding, Brian Johnson, Ed Cash, Jason Ingram, Jenn Johnson

Verse 1
| love You Lord
Oh Your mercy never fails me
All my days

I've been held in Your hands

From the moment that | wake up
Until | lay my head

| will sing of the goodness of God

Chorus
All my life You have been faithful
All my life You have been so so good
With every breath that | am able
| will sing of the goodness of God

Verse 2
| love Your voice
You have led me through the fire

In darkest night

You are close like no other

I've known You as a father

I've known You as a friend

I have lived in the goodness of God

Bridge
Your goodness is running after
It's running after me
Your goodness is running after
It's running after me
With my life laid down
I’'m surrendered now
| give You everything
Your goodness is running after
It's running after me

“Word of God Speak”
By Bart Millard, Pete Kipley

Verse 1
I'm finding myself at a loss for words
And the funny thing is it's okay
The last thing | need is to be heard
But to hear what You would say

Chorus
Word of God speak

Would You pour down like rain
Washing my eyes to see Your majesty
To be still and know
That You're in this place
Please let me stay and rest
In Your holiness
(Word of God speak)

Verse 2
I'm finding myself in the midst of You
Beyond the music beyond the noise
All that | need is to be with You
And in the quiet hear Your voice

Ending
I'm finding myself at a loss for words
And the funny thing is it's okay

“Heaven Bound”
By The Oak Ridge Boys

Chorus
Now | know just where I'm going
Heaven bound, Heaven bound
I'm ready, Lord, for that sweet someday
Now | know just where I'm going
Heaven bound, Heaven bound
I'm ready, Lord, and I'll be on my way

Verse
Oh, | feel good every day
'Cause I'm walking down the narrow way
Passing through (Passing through)
I'm Heaven bound
Got me a ticket now and I'm gonna ride
The glory train 'cause you know that I'm
Going home (Going home)
I'm Heaven bound

Bridge
I'm getting ready, no time for looking around
Soon I'll be leaving, I'm going home, I'm Heaven
bound

Ending
Now | know just where I'm going
Heaven bound, Heaven bound




